Minerals Management Service, Interior

(1) A buoy with automatic tracking
capabilities installed and maintained
according to USCG requirements at 33
CFR part 67 (or its successor); or

(2) A design and installation method
that has been proven successful by
trawl testing of previous protective de-
vices of the same design and installed
in areas with similar bottom condi-
tions.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002; 67 FR 66049, Oct.
30, 2002]

§250.1723 What must I do when it is
no longer necessary to maintain a
well in temporary abandoned sta-
tus?

If you or MMS determines that con-
tinued maintenance of a well in a tem-
porary abandoned status is not nec-
essary for the proper development or
production of a lease, you must:

(a) Promptly and permanently plug
the well according to §250.1715;

(b) Remove any casing stub or mud
line suspension equipment and any
subsea protective covering. You must
submit a request for approval to per-
form such work to the appropriate Dis-
trict Supervisor using form MMS-124,
Application for Permit to Modify; and

(c) Clear the well site according to
§250.1740 through §250.1742.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002; 67 FR 66049, Oct.
30, 2002]

REMOVING PLATFORMS AND OTHER
FACILITIES

§250.1725 When do I have to remove
platforms and other facilities?

(@) You must remove all platforms
and other facilities within 1 year after
the lease or pipeline right-of-way ter-
minates, unless you receive approval to
maintain the structure to conduct
other activities. Platforms include pro-
duction platforms, well jackets, single-
well caissons, and pipeline accessory
platforms.

(b) Before you may remove a plat-
form or other facility, you must sub-
mit a final removal application to the
Regional Supervisor for approval and
include the information listed in
§250.1727.

(c) You must remove a platform or
other facility according to the ap-
proved application.

§250.1727

(d) You must flush all production ris-
ers with seawater before you remove
them.

(e) You must notify the Regional Su-
pervisor at least 48 hours before you
begin the removal operations.

§250.1726 When must I submit an ini-
tial platform removal application
and what must it include?

An initial platform removal applica-
tion is required only for leases and
pipeline rights-of-way in the Pacific
OCS Region or the Alaska OCS Region.
It must include the following informa-
tion:

(a) Platform or other facility re-
moval procedures, including the types
of vessels and equipment you will use;

(b) Facilities (including pipelines)
you plan to remove or leave in place;

(c) Platform or other facility trans-
portation and disposal plans;

(d) Plans to protect marine life and
the environment during decommis-
sioning operations, including a brief as-
sessment of the environmental impacts
of the operations, and procedures and
mitigation measures that you will take
to minimize the impacts; and

(e) A projected decommissioning
schedule.

[67 FR 35406, May 17, 2002; 67 FR 66049, Oct.
30, 2002]

§250.1727 What information must I in-
clude in my final application to re-
move a platform or other facility?

You must submit a final application
to remove a platform or other facility
to the Regional Supervisor for ap-
proval. This requirement applies to
leases in all MMS Regions. If you are
proposing to use explosives, provide
three copies of the application. If you
are not proposing to use explosives,
provide two copies of the application.
Include the following information in
the final removal application, as appli-
cable:

(a) ldentification of the applicant in-
cluding:

(1) Lease operator/pipeline right-of-
way holder;

(2) Address;

(3) Contact person and telephone
number; and

(4) Shore base.
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§250.1728

(b) Identification of the structure
you are removing including:

(1) Platform Name/MMS Complex ID
Number;

(2) Location (lease/right-of-way, area,
block, and block coordinates);

(3) Date installed (year);

(4) Proposed date of removal (Month/
Year); and

(5) Water depth.

(c) Description of the structure you
are removing including:

(1) Configuration (attach a photo-
graph or a diagram);

(2) Size;

(3) Number of legs/casings/pilings;

(4) Diameter and wall thickness of
legs/casings/pilings;

(5) Whether piles are grouted inside
or outside;

(6) Brief description of soil composi-
tion and condition;

(7) The sizes and weights of the jack-
et, topsides (by module), conductors,
and pilings; and

(8) The maximum removal lift weight
and estimated number of main lifts to
remove the structure.

(d) A description, including anchor
pattern, of the vessel(s) you will use to
remove the structure.

(e) Ildentification of the purpose, in-
cluding:

(1) Lease expiration/right-of-way re-
linquishment date; and

(2) Reason for removing the struc-
ture.

(f) A description of the removal
method, including:

(1) A brief description of the method
you will use;

(2) If you are using explosives, the
following:

(i) Type of explosives;

(ii) Number and sizes of charges;

(iii) Whether you are using single
shot or multiple shots;

(iv) If multiple shots, the sequence
and timing of detonations;

(v) Whether you are using a bulk or
shaped charge;

(vi) Depth of detonation below the
mud line; and

(vii) Whether you are placing the ex-
plosives inside or outside of the pilings;

(3) If you will use divers or acoustic
devices to conduct a pre-removal sur-
vey to detect the presence of turtles
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and marine mammals, a description of
the proposed detection method; and
(4) A statement whether or not you

will use transducers to measure the
pressure and impulse of the detona-
tions.

(g9) Your plans for transportation and
disposal (including as an artificial reef)
or salvage of the removed platform.

(h) If available, the results of any re-
cent biological surveys conducted in
the vicinity of the structure and recent
observations of turtles or marine mam-
mals at the structure site.

(i) Your plans to protect archae-
ological and sensitive biological fea-
tures during removal operations, in-
cluding a brief assessment of the envi-
ronmental impacts of the removal op-
erations and procedures and mitigation
measures you will take to minimize
such impacts.

(J) A statement whether or not you
will use divers to survey the area after
removal to determine any effects on
marine life.

§250.1728 To what depth must I re-
move a platform or other facility?

(@) Unless the Regional Supervisor
approves an alternate depth under
paragraph (b) of this section, you must
remove all platforms and other facili-
ties (including templates and pilings)
to at least 15 feet below the mud line.

(b) The Regional Supervisor may ap-
prove an alternate removal depth if:

(1) The remaining structure would
not become an obstruction to other
users of the seafloor or area, and
geotechnical and other information
you provide demonstrate that erosional
processes capable of exposing the ob-
structions are not expected; or

(2) You determine, and MMS concurs,
that you must use divers and the
seafloor sediment stability poses safety
concerns; or

(3) The water depth is greater than
800 meters (2,624 feet).

§250.1729 After I remove a platform or
other facility, what information
must I submit?

Within 30 days after you remove a
platform or other facility, you must
submit a written report to the Re-
gional Supervisor that includes the fol-
lowing:
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